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Triple Alliance,   But neither he nor his German guest appears to have
had any presentiment of what was on foot between France and Russia,
7
In March, 1891, disaster befell a small British expedition under the
Chief Commissioner of Assam (Quinton) which had gone to the
native State of Manipur on the border of Upper Burma to settle a
quarrel arising out of the deposition of the ruling Rajah by the Senapati,
his Commander-in-Chief. The Manipuris attacked the British Resi-
dency in greatly superior force and murdered the Chief Commissioner,
the British Resident (Mr. F. Grimwood), and two officers who had
gone unarmed to parley with them. The1 rest of the Expedition,
which was composed mainly of Gurkhas, escaped, taking with them
Mrs. Grimwood, the wife of the Resident, and after many privations
and dangers got back to Cachan A punitive expedition followed and
captured the ringleaders, two of whom, the Senapati and one of his
generals, were hanged. There was much, criticism of the handling
of this affair, and Queen Victoria, as her correspondence shows, did
her utmost to prevent the death sentences from being carried out, but
Lord Lansdowne, who was then Viceroy, insisted that it was necessary
to make an example of the chief culprits, and the Home Government
supported him.